
25 October 2015 : Preached by Preacher Clement Chew 

Topic:  Reformation Sunday – Why are we Bible-Presbyterian? 

Scripture Text:  Proverbs 29:18;  2 Timothy 3:14-17 

1.       As a Presbyterian church, we are governed by a Board of Elders. This follows the biblical 

pattern of ordaining elders who are church leaders (Titus 1:5; Acts 20:17). It is always plurality of 

elders. Elders and Bishops are used interchangeably. Bishops refer to the duty of having 

oversight of the church. Elders refer to the gravity and honour of the office.  

2.       Presbyterian follows the Reformed Faith taught by John Calvin in the 16th century. We are 

not following a man as the teaching of Calvin is consistent with the Bible. We are sons of the 

reformation in believing in the Reformed Faith. 

3.       But we note that Bible comes before Presbyterian in our Church denomination. This is 

important as the Bible is always first and the sole authority of our faith and practice. No Bible, 

no doctrine; No Bible, no practice; No Bible, no life. 

4.       Before the 16th century reformation, it was a period of dark ages as the Roman Catholic 

Church kept the Bible from the people and forbade any translation of the Bible to the common 

language so that the people could understand God’s Word. Indeed as Prov 29:18 says without 

vision (i.e. the revelation of God’s Word), the people perish.  No Word, no life. 

5.       Thank God for raising the reformers during the 16th century to defend and translate the 

Word of God and many died for their faith. The BP Church was born out of the 20th century 

reformation in the midst of great apostasy of the faith by the liberals and modernists who deny 

the fundamental Christian faith and claim there are mistakes in the Bible. Today in the 

21st century, we need a reformation too as we witness great declension in the Churches and 

many who embrace the Ecumenical and Charismatic movements. Let us rise up to earnestly 

contend for the faith! 

 


